UK St. Claire system began as St. Claire HealthCare in 1963 when Morehead-native Dr. Claire Louise Caudill and nurse Susie Halbleib opened a medical practice to serve the people of the region. Dr. Louise's petition to open a hospital in Morehead was answered with the help of dedicated members of the community, the Northeastern Kentucky Hospital Foundation, and ultimately through the sponsorship of the Sisters of Notre Dame-Covington Province. 

Throughout years of expansion and development, St. Claire and its leaders never lost sight of Dr. Louise’s original vision – excellent medical care for the people of Northeastern Kentucky.   In April 2024, St. Claire HealthCare collaborated with UK HealthCare, the clinical healthcare system of the University of Kentucky, to continue to provide high-quality specialty care as well as clinical and medical education to the region for decades.  This partnership ensures that world-class medical care remains local and accessible for all.

UK St. Claire is one of the largest employers in the region, with over 1,200 staff members, including a growing medical staff of more than 125 physicians and nearly 70 advanced practice professionals representing more than 30 medical specialties. It includes the largest rural hospital in Northeastern Kentucky, seven primary care locations located within five counties, a multi-specialty medical pavilion, two urgent care centers, a pediatrics clinic, as well as a retail pharmacy, counseling center, medical equipment and supply store, and an outpatient center. Additionally, UK St. Claire provides home health and hospice services in eight counties within its 11-county service region. 

UK HealthCare is more than an enterprise of hospitals and clinics; it is 9,000 people – physicians, nurses, pharmacists and other healthcare professionals – all dedicated to providing the most advanced and effective care available, not just in Kentucky but anywhere.

